The daily average strength of all classes of prisoners was 9 790 the daily average sick was 257, and the total deaths, including 11 from cholera, was 178.
BOMBAY.
The average daily strength of convicts confined in central and district jails was 6,932. The number admitted into hospital was 7, 199 , and the total number of deaths, 222. The daily average sick was 232*2, and the ratio of deaths per mille of average daily strength was 32-0. The daily average sick was slightly greater, and the ratio of deaths rather lower than in 1894. 4778 . This may be a mere coincidence, but it seems deserving of notice, 0 5. In the statement of paragraph 70 of the report, the effects of residence in jails on the death-rate of the prisoners are shown. The average daily strength of those in residence under six months was 3,349, and among them 72 deaths occurred, equal to a ratio per mille of 21 "5. The average daily strength of those above six months was 3,582, and the number of deaths was 150, or a ratio of 41-88. 6 . As the moratality in subordinate jails and lock-lips, in which it is presumed only prisoners sentenced to short terms and under trial are confined, was only 5*8 and 19'0 on an average daily strength of 517 and 631 respectively (statement at paragraph 65), it may be assumed, taken in connection with the effects of residence, that the prisoners on admission into the jails were generally in a normal state of health.
7. It is difficult, from the meagre details given in the report, to ascertain whit the special conditions of jail life were which gave rise to the increased mortality, but they may be inferred from the information given above regarding the diseases causing the admissions, that it was highly probable that the chief cause of the sickness leading to the mortality, was in connection with the food issued to the prisoners. In addition to the above an early morning meal consisting of H chittacks gram or 2 chittacks of rice and ? chittack of molasses or J chittack of salt is issued.
Two chittacks of meat, fish or dal may, when necessary, be given on four days of the week instead of 2 chittacks grain. ' Additions and substitutes to meet exceptional and varying circumstances appear to be freely allowed.
9. The rice, dal and vegetables in the Assam scale might with advantage be increased for labouring prisoners to the quantities given in Bengal, and particular attention should be paid to the quality of the vegetables and condiments supplied. 10 . If the table of diets for the natives of Behar and the North-Western Provinces, shown in Statement IX, is correct, the distribution of the meat and dal is rather peculiar, as only one chittack of dal is given on four days of the week, at the evening meal, and on the other three days two chittacks of dal and two chittacks of meat are given, in addition at the morning meal. The Jail Committee of 1864, on whose recommendations the diet is apparently based, approved of the issue on four days of the week of two chittacks of meat and one chittack of dal, and on the other three days of 3 chittacks of dal. The complicated manner in which Statement IX is drawn up, is very confusing, and the figures referred to may have been misplaced in the printing, but they are similarly arranged in the statement of the previous years.
11. In paragraph 65 of the report the value of the vegetables grown in the jail gardens in estimated at Bs. 5,072-8-6. The quantity supplied to the prisoners was valued at Rs. 2,911-1-6, and the balance Bs. 2,791-7-0 was realized by the sale of vegetables to the public.
12. The issue to the prisoners of two chittacks of vegetables daily was, evidently, both from the appearance of the prisoners, and from the experience gained in other provinces, not sufficient to meet the requirements, and it seems desirable to limit the sales, and increase the amount supplied to the prisoners.
Besides, with such lar-e s des, there is a tendency to sell the better class of vegetables, and reserve the inferior for the inmates of the jail.
13. Although the cost of clothing is comparatively high, viz., Bs. 5-8-0 per head of average strength, yet it must not be inferred that the prisoners are better clothed than elsewhere. 
